
 

E-Bike & Electric Motorcycle Laws (NH) 

As electric bikes become more common, residents are reminded of applicable New 

Hampshire laws governing their use. 

E-Bike Classes (NH) 
Class 1: Pedal assist only, no throttle, max 20 mph 
Class 2: Throttle allowed, max 20 mph 
Class 3: Pedal assist only, max 28 mph, age 16+, helmet required under 18 
Electric Bicycles – RSA 265:144-a 
• Must have operable pedals and ≤750W motor 
• Treated as bicycles under NH law 
• No license, registration, or insurance required 
• Must follow all bicycle traffic laws 
Electric Motorcycles / High-Speed Devices 
• No pedals or higher speeds = NOT an e-bike 
• Classified as motor vehicles (RSA 259:60) 
• Must be registered and operated by a licensed driver 
Key Takeaways 
• Legal e-bikes are treated like bicycles 
• Pedal-less/high-speed devices are motor vehicles 
• Unregistered motor vehicles on roadways are illegal and may be ticketed/towed 
 

*Clarification: Under RSA 265:144-a, only pedal-equipped electric bicycles qualify as e-

bikes. Devices without pedals are motor vehicles under RSA 259:60 and require registration 

and licensing. 


